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SUB J : SRI LANKA ADB DELEGATION 

REF: STATE 53964 

1 . MAINLY BECAUSE GOVT OF SRI LANKA (GSL) FINANCE 
MINISTZD FELIX DIAS BAND ARAN AIKE IS IN LONDON FOR MEDICAL 
TREATMENT MARCH 1 THROUGH MID APRIL, GSL HAS NOT 
DETERMINED DELEGATION NOR FOCUSED ON ISSUES. NORMAL 
DELEGATION CONSISTS OF FINANCE MINISTER, FINANCE MINISTRY 
SECRETARY (NOW DR LAL JAYAWARDENA), ANOTHER FINANCE 
MINISTRY ADVISOR PLUS ADVISOR FROM PLANNING MINISTRY 
(PROBABLY EXTERNAL RESOURCES DIRECTOR). 

2. ACCORDING TO IAYAWARDENA, DELEGATION AND SPECIFIC 
ISSUES GSL IS INTERESTED IN WILL NOT BE DETERMINED 
FINALLY UNTIL FINANCE MINISTER RETURNS. HE DID MENTION THAT 
ONE PRIMARY CONCERN IS GSL'S LOW PROJECT FORMULATION AND 
MANAGEMENT CAPABILITY. THIS WOULD INDICATE THAT GSL 
PRIMARILY CONCERNED WITH ITS ABILITY TO UTILIZE ADB 
RESOURCES EFFECTIVELY RATHER THAN AMOUNT AVAILABLE. 

WE WILL FOLLOW UP. 
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